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Use rose twenty
percent over the
last decade, which
harms many lives.

Only one in
twelve people
receives treatment,

which is highly
undesirable.

64 miIIion

with a disorder
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When workers
become sick, a country
A loses labor, which harms

the economy. ) o .,,; """- : ® 450,000
) e e OO deaths in 2021

Money flows away from schools
and roads because we must pay
for hospitals and courts.
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We must choose
how to respond, which =
creates a deep
division.
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One side wants strong - e Wi eall f-'="-.,':-

laws to create fear, , &) A ——— &/ to spend on care,
because they believe | | &y, /-~ ~ because punishment
punishment stops use. = PR : has filled prisons at
- - ' - a high cost.
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Removing sellers is

The first approach —SaN | desirable, but the results

's enforcement. ¥ I\ are weak and the cost
We arrest users and sellers, : .

which sends a
a clear signal.

International Drug Policy
Consortium, June 2025

The market returns after
—— each action, which is an
: undesirable outcome.
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The second approach is
harm reduction. We provide
clean medical supplies
and medicine.

Fewer deaths
and fewer infections Some find this
are highly desirable - o undesirable, because
outcomes. — ' it z:cifpears to accept
= rug use rather
than end it.
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The third approach is
decriminalization. We
send users to health panels

instead of courts. _ _
A lower prison cost is

desirable, which helps
the economy recover.

Removing punishment

invites worry that more

use will follow, which is
undesirable.
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The fourth approach
Is treatment and prevention.
We spend on clinics and
school lessons.

 This repairs the labor
force, which is a desirable ==
long-term resulit.

The results
are slow and the cost
comes first, which many
find undesirable.
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We have three
treaties that most
countries signed to

control drugs.

These treaties
create one shared
global standard, which
i desirable.
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The system has
not reached its main
goal, because use has
climbed for decades.
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4 million
arrests for
simple
possession

[ ”

International Drug Policy Consortium,
June 2025 i

4 million arrests for

simple possession

The system often
punishes users instead of
profit networks, which is an
undesirable outcome.




Other international ['
organizations. |

Groups like the World
Health Oraanization build

strong shared evidence,
which is desirable.

World Bank
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These groups can
O'}y advise and cannot
orce action, which
limits their help.
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Private companies
sit on both sides of
this problem.

This pursuit of
profit caused

massive harm,

which is deeply
undesirable.

Companies seeking
profit helped start
the overdose crisis.




\ Private groups

also reduce harm, =

because hospitals ~
and pharmacies /i % &
rovide care. LB S |t \
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~ Anclisble that profit cannot
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Several countries
actively support a
health-first approach,
which shifts tocus
to care.
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These countries

share a focus on
harm reduction or
legal regulafion.
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The Incidental Economist

‘| X We must study
Portugal fairly. They
e changed their laws in
2001.

Lower infections
and fewer deaths
are highly desirable
outcomes.

Claims of simple
success are incorrect,
because we see both
desirable and
undesirable outcomes.
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Other countries
actively resist reform
and maintain strict
punishment.

These governments W&
believe firm law
protects society, which #
they find desirable. £
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This program is designed to assist our students in understanding, research,
and preparation for the upcoming forensics events. If you have any questions,
please ask your coach or contact Coach Bill at billeddy@gmail.com
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